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his wives in turn was but an instrument of politi-
cians, intended to sway the King on one side or
the other. Regarded from this point of view, the
lives of these six unhappy Queens assume an
importance in national history which cannot be
accorded to them if they are considered in the usual
light as the victims of a strong, lustful tyrant, each
one standing apart, and in her turn simply the
darling solace of his hours of dalliance. Doubtless
the latter point of view provides to the historian a
wider scope for the description of picturesque cere-
monial and gorgeous millinery, as well as for pathetic
passages dealing with the personal sufferings of the
Queens in their distress; but I can only hope that
the absence of much of this sentimental and femi-
nine interest from my pages will be compensated
by the wider aspect in which the public and politi-
cal significance of Henry's wives is presented; that
a clearer understanding than usual may thus be
gained of the tortuous process by which the Re-
formation in England was effected, and that the
figure of the King in the picture may stand in a
juster proportion to his environment than is often
the case.
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